SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 10th March 2008 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.
PRESENT

Cllrs M J Pettitt (Chairman), N Aldis, M Bartlett, P Blaine, D Broughton, D Gale, C Osborne, M Scott, D Sharman, P Sharman, Mrs S Sutton and G White

Together with one member of the press and two electors of the Parish.

Prior to the start of the meeting Members stood in silence as a mark of respect for Lord Pym, who had passed away three days previously.
1.  Apologies: For absence were received from Cllrs O’Leary and Jones. Not Present: Cllr Smith. 
2.  Statutory declarations of interest from members   
(F81/07)

(a) Prejudicial Interests

There were none.
(b) Personal interests
Cllr Sharman (Agenda item 9) as a volunteer worker with Beds Rural Communities Charity.







        
3. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council 
(F82/07)

Application number 08/000264/FULL - The meeting was addressed by a resident of Cedar Gardens who also submitted a letter of objection signed by most of the residents of the road.
The Clerk also summarised another letter of objection from a near neighbour.
(SEE LIST ATTACHED)
4. Minutes








(F83/07)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 28th January 2008 and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on Monday 25th February 2008, were signed.

5. Position of outstanding authorised contracted works
(F84/07)

2007/2008

Revenue Expenditure (Special Items)

SEG Special Project Grant

Not yet requested – Cllr Mrs Sutton reported that she and Cllr Aldis would be meeting a representative from First Capital Connect to discuss the project.


Resolved: That the situation be noted.
6. Annual Report/Newsletter Distribution



(F85/07)
The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 
Resolved: That the distribution list for the Annual Report/Newsletter be approved.
7. Youth Council   (F86/07)

The minutes of the Youth Council Working Group held on 7th January 2008 and 25th February 2008, which had been previously circulated were received and considered. 
There was some debate on the likely impact on the group of the leaving of the Deputy Clerk.  However it was felt that the initiative must maintain its impetus. A series of meetings with young people was being planned with the help of youth workers and Members were urged to attend these meetings if at all possible.

Resolved: (a) That the Youth Council is launched in the Summer Term 2008.
(b) That Cllr Aldis be appointed Chairman of the group and be requested to invite Cllr Jones to remain as a member of the group.

(c) That District Cllr Lynch be invited to become a member of the working group.

(d) That the new Chairman with the assistance of the Clerk be requested to liaise with the Mid Beds Youth Team to ensure the timetable is adhered to.

(e) That if other Council members were available to attend meetings of the group they should be welcome to do so.
8. Survey of Retail Outlets    (F87/07)

The Deputy Mayor’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
There was considerable concern about the number of empty shops in the town centre and also the appearance of some of the other properties in and around the centre. The roads and pavements were also in need of significant repairs to potholes, road markings etc.

The lack of car parking was highlighted and the intention to introduce charging into the car park in order to attract short term shoppers back into the town.  There was also discussion on the lack of competition in some areas e.g. supermarkets and ways in which to attract shoppers back into the town.

Resolved: (a) That the Clerk be requested to arrange a meeting in May or June (date to be agreed with Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Town Clerk) with representatives of the Chamber of Trade, shopkeepers, landlords and letting agents in order to discuss a way forward.

(b) That a proposal is put to the Police Authority that one of the empty shops should be utilised as a base for a police presence in the town.

(c) That the possibility of the production of a Town Plan be further discussed at Town Council meeting on 7th April 2008.

9. Minutes of the Meeting of the Riddy Management Group held on 5th March 2008

(F88/07)

The minutes of the meeting, which had been previously circulated were received and considered. 
Cllr Scott spoke about the difficulty in obtaining clear information on the tasks carried out on the Riddy by the management group and the lack of clarity over the planned arbitrary reduction (by half) of working hours from April 2008 without a reduction in the fee charged.

Resolved: That the Riddy Management Group be requested to meet again to consider the options over the Management of the site and return with proposals for the Town Council meeting of 7th April 2008.
Also resolved: That the new route of the proposed public footpath along the riverbank be approved for adoption by Bedfordshire County Council.

10. Outstanding debt – advertising in Sandy Town Council Newsletter No 13

(F89/07)

SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

MINUTE NO F89/07
11. Press release

(F90/07)

Resolved: That no press release is considered necessary.
Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted under Section (6) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (other than the authority)”, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	22.2.08

29/08


	08/00264/FULL

Mr R Herdman & Ms D Richardson

6 Cedar Gardens

Sandy

SG19 1EY
	Application for change of use from residential to mixed use residential and limousine hire at 6 Cedar Gardens, Sandy, Beds
Near neighbours 5, 7 Cedar Gardens, Sandy notified

	RESOLVED:  Sandy Town Council OBJECTS in the strongest possible terms to this application.

The proposal is a wholly inappropriate activity for a small residential street.

It will cause loss of amenity to near neighbours with traffic movement etc.

There is danger to pedestrians as the limousines are forced on to pavements when reversing.

The property is subject to a legal covenant forbidding business use.

It is noted that the lounge of the property has been structurally modified to accommodate one of the businesses.


	F & G P

10.3.08

11.3.08
	

	25.2.08

30/08


	08/00273/LDCP

Mr S Blissett & Miss L Ryder

7 Crow Hill

Sandy

SG19 2RZ
	Application for Certificate of Lawful Development of conversion of loft space including 3 rooflights to rear at 7 Crow Hill, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 5 & 6 Crow Hill, Sandy notified

	RESOLVED:  No objections
	F & G P

10.3.08

11.3.08
	

	25.2.08

31/08


	08/00190/FULL

BAR Estates Ltd

Nickron House

Bury Lane

Rickmansworth

WD3 1DN
	Full application for the development of 2no 2 bed flats above existing ground floor of premises at 1 High Street, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 3 High Street and The Lord Roberts, Market Square, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  Object

a) Overdevelopment of the site.

b) There is no available parking, these 2 bed flats can be expected to house occupants who own cars.  Sandy is very short of available parking in the town centre.

c) Loss of amenity to prospective residents – noise from the proposed bookmaking business below.

d) The skylights in the roof are inappropriate in a conservation area.

e)  Sandy Town Council objects to the loss of business premises in the town centre.


	F & G P

10.3.08
	

	25.2.08

32/08


	08/00283/FULL

Mr & Mrs Owen

3 Brickhill Road

Sandy

SG19 1JH
	Full application for the erection of a rear conservatory at 3 Brickhill Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 2 and 4 Brickhill Road, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	F & G P

10.3.08

11.3.08
	

	3.3.08

33/08


	08/00282/FULL

Mr A Cave

4 Pleasant Place

Sandy

SG19 1HX
	Full application for the erection of a loft conversion with rear dormers at 4 Pleasant Place, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 2 & 10 Pleasant Place notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	F & G P

10.3.08

11.3.08
	


7
5

